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Under the bonnet as part of the know your car session
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Editors Notes:

Welcome to the Autumn edition of 2018.
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

Maureen Cooling and Joanne Wood

USEFUL WEBSITES

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/ - A Canadian site providing tips and a practical
assessment for older drivers.

https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle - As it says a government website to
check mot history and thus mileage etc.

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.67?

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m 1
that i s why planning is better than reac

this fact.

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of
Advanced Motorists Ltd.

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer. Members are assured that these details will be
used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party.

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd.

John Holmes LT
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MEETING REPORTS

June

This was a welcome return of Chris Papworth from Kelvedon clocks, who is also
currently chairman of the British watch & clock Makers Guild and has been in the
trade for 55 years. His talk started with a brief history of timepieces; although there
were water clocks and sundials the first mechanical clocks were produced at the
beginning of the 14th century for the church for the ringing of bells. These were
turret clocks and the early ones had no hands but were directly linked to the bells
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He then went on the show pictures of his extensive collection of timepieces
including lantern clocks, turret clocks, long case and carriage clocks,



Martin Watts receiving his certificate from Pat

July

As this was the AGM we started off with sandwiches and various chocolate items to
go with our tea or coffee. Three new members were voted on to the committee lan
scott-thompson Mike Burt and Chris Campbell. Below is the chairman's report.

Chail r man 6218 A& Colahester Group

Welcome everybody, over the last year, it has been nice to see some old faces
returning and along with Barryodos hard
and guests turning up as well. You would rather listen to them, than me. Training
will continue during the darker nights.

The Colchester Group has finally moved into the 21%' century, with everything
computeri sed, not one of my favourite
move with the times.
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After what seems a lifetime, Robert our Hon Secretary and Vice Chair has found
that family life and work commitments have got to take preference over his IAM
posts and wonodot -deetions butwilldstillrregmairf eomembereof the
group. | have thanked him for his commitment over the years.

Last year, after being elected to the post of Membership Secretary on passing her
test, Sarah has settled, just, into the post but is doing far more than the job
description. She is definitely a credit to our group.

The new GDPR regulations, something to do with data protection | think, have come
into force or are about to, so we, along with all sorts of other businesses must
comply. Members, will | think, already have received a letter (from Sarah) asking
you your preferences.

As part of complying with the new IAM Road Smart agenda our group has now got
five National Observers, (the old equivalent of a Senior Observer) and Two Local
Observers in training, (James & Mick ) also Louisa and Myself are being trained up
as Observer Assessors which allows us to train future Local Observers in house.
We are still returning a steady flow of Associate passes, but we need to keep them
as group members.

Your Committee, as always, puts in a lot of time keeping the group running and for
that, | am very grateful. | f It wasnot for
always room on the committee if you want to join us, and as it happens, there are
two vacant position that need to be filled, due to Roberts retirement. | have already
approached one of our members, who has agreed to stand for one of the posts,
maybe both, but under the new Rules and Regulations there is quite a lot of work
involved in both posts, so two heads are better than one.

From the first night | joined the Colchester Group after seeing an advert in the then
IAM magazine asking for new members, | have held a Committee position.
Committee meetings were then held at the General Hospital and group nights at
Essex County Hospital training room that was at least fifteen years ago. Since then
the group has had several changes of venue, from large to bijou and now back to a
very accessible and convenient venue here at Marks Tey. The time has come for
another change, | say this every year, but this year will be my final year as
Chairman, | will remain a member but will take a back seat. | have thoroughly
enjoyed my time with the group and as Chair to a wonderful hard working
Commi ttee, but Itds now time for someon
putting up with me.

This was followed by a presentation on optical illusions by Colin Hopper a member
of Ipswich magical society. He started with a demonstration showing how partial
information gets processed by the brain as it scans based on our past experience.
The example of the "E" based on the shadow outline. The first one shows the
outline and the right hand how we interpret it.
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Colin Hopper and the "E" shadow outline and lines drawn in
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Another example was upside
down writing based on clever
graphics. The example when
viewed the other way is exactly
the same, the brain ignores the
dot on the "i" when upside down.

Other examples also demonstrated his background in Magic. The first was a box
with another box inside, this outer box was then put inside the inner box. A
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Another was a board full of rabbits,
they were the rearranged with one
rabbit apparently missing which
was revealed to be in the top hat.
The point was to design the end
stage first and then create the start.

The presentation ended showing that the original "E" when put on its side could be

viewed as "M"

A most enjoyable and interesting presentation. The evening closed with a raffle run

by Chris Campbell
August

Pat was absent for this session on know your car but two of our committee
members Barry Alexander and James Bullock ran the session which was very

enjoyable.

They had spent time beforehand preparing a list of appropriate areas to consider
including "Do you know how to change a bulb", location of the battery if you need to
jump start the car plus many others. We went outside and attendees lifted the
bonnet to show the engine, battery location etc. This prompted a lot of discussion
around the cars. There was also an exercise of asking if people knew their tyre
pressures and then checking them. Most people were very close.
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Barry & James addressing the meeting




