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Editors Notes: 

Welcome to the Winter edition of 2017. 

I have recently returned from a holiday in North Cyprus where driving in towns really 
requires advanced motorist skills as cars just join the road so you are constantly 
watching both sides and trying to anticipate what they are going to do, brakes get 
used quite a lot. Also there are a lot of stray dogs crossing roads. 

 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Elspeth Martin; Philip Baker 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/ - A Canadian site providing tips and a practical 
assessment for older drivers. 

https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle - As it says a government website to 
check mot history and thus mileage etc. 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of 
this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle
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MEETING REPORTS 

November 

There was a very good turnout for this informal session with Pat covering a range of 
topics. Starting with an introduction to the new I(for us) process of standardised 
drive sheets then a discussion on the reduced number of assessment levels from 5 
to 3. Commentary is not mandatory but cannot get a 1 if don't 

Suggestions were made for future topics included know your car a proposed 
practical session in the car park later in the year, a what to do if certain things 
happen such as breakdown or accident plus a what to carry if the weather is 
inclement. 

 

Some members at the meeting 
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Brian Ponder receives his certificate from Pat 
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EVENTS 2018 

After a sabbatical from arranging speakers for our group meetings, I am pleased to 
let you all know that I am now getting back to arranging speakers and events for 
2018. 

At the time of writing I can confirm the following: 

The January meeting will be our usual very popular Quiz Night hosted and compiled 
by our Chairman Pat.  So swat up on the Highway Code and your general 
knowledge over the Christmas. 

For the February meeting our speakers will be Roger and Linda Bullen MBE talking 
about The Catherine Bullen Foundation.   

The Catherine Bullen Foundation was set up after the sad loss of their daughter 
Catherine.  In the summer of 2002, their daughter Catherine, a fifth year medical 
student at Bristol University travelled with a fellow student to Namibia via Dubai and 
South Africa to go on a safari. Two days into the safari, she became seriously ill with 
a virulent strain of gastro enteritis. Despite valiant efforts to save her, she died in 
Oshivelo near the Etosha National Park on 23 August 2002 at the age of just 22.   

The Foundation has achieved many life changing projects in Namibia including, 
refurbishing a borehole to provide much needed fresh water to a village and school, 
a Primary Healthcare Clinic and nurses accommodation, an ambulance and 82 
goats to the San bushmen, to name just a few.   

I cannot do justice in this brief insight into the incredible achievements of The 
Catherine Bullen Foundation, only to say, I don’t think this is a talk you want to miss.  
The Foundation certainly lives up to its tag line, “Making a difference in rural 
Namibia”. 

I am also in conversation with Tony Carter who last came and spoke to the group in 
November 2015, he will be confirming with me shortly when he can come to do a 
second presentation, but it will be sometime between March and June.  The last 
time his presentation was entitled ‘How the Litigation Process Works’.  This talk 
dispelled many of the myths that surround the claims process, and was quite an 
interactive discussion, as people realised that the claims process was somewhat 
different to what they had heard, or been told.  It was a light hearted chat.  Tony has 
many qualifications and a great deal of experience.  I will give more details in the 
next newsletter when I have them. 

Later in the year I hope to arrange a session at The Essex Skid Pan.  Anyone 
interested in taking part please let me know either by email 
iam.events@bamicrographics.co.uk or at one of the group meetings.  Once I have 
details of date and cost I will let members and associates know. 

On Saturday 11th August 2018 I have arranged for a group of up to 20 people to 
visit and go on a tour of the workshops and showroom of P & A Wood Great 
Dunmow.   
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P & A Wood are authorised Rolls-Royce Motor car dealers and the only Rolls-Royce 
authorised accident repair agent for the UK. They are also Bentley Approved 
Service dealers and founder members of the Rolls-Royce and Bentley Specialists 
Association.They specialise in sales, service, restorations and spare parts for the 
entire range of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motorcars from 1904 to the present day.   

We have been to P & A Wood a number of times in the past, and all those who 
attended find it a very interesting visit.  Start time is 10.00am with refreshments 
being served before the tour commences.  Photographs may be taken but strictly for 
personal use only, and not for publication in any literature or on any websites, this is 
to respect the privacy of all their customers who have their vehicles on the 
premises. This is a working environment and you will see Rolls Royce and Bentley 
motors cars in all states of repair and restoration.  The tour usually last for about 2 
hours, and anyone wishing to attend this event will have to make their own transport 
arrangements to and from Great Dunmow. 

As discussed at the November 2017 meeting we plan to turn one of the group 
meetings over to checking where various components are on your cars.  I have 
scheduled this for the August 2018 meeting, when the night will be light and 
possibly the weather good!  This will hopefully help those who may not know what 
and where various components are on the modern car. 

If any member or associate have any thoughts on what speakers or visits I could 
arrange, or indeed if you have any contacts you can pass on to me, please let me 
know at one of the group meetings or email me iam.events@bamicrographics.co.uk.  

I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Barry 

Events 
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NUMBER OF UNTAXED VEHICLES IN UK TREBLES AFTER TAX DISC 
ABOLITION 

Around £107m a year in road improvement revenue is being lost after DVLA reveals 
untaxed cars and vans on UK roads has surged to 700,000 

The number of untaxed vehicles on Britain’s roads is now three times the level it 
was before the paper tax disc was abolished three years ago. 

Department for Transport figures show that owners have failed to pay or renew 
vehicle excise duty for 1.8% of vehicles – almost 700,000, mostly cars and light 
goods vehicles. The numbers mean the Treasury could be losing up to £107m a 
year in unpaid tax, according to government estimates. 

 Its equivalent, a biennial roadside survey from 2013, showed a rate of just 0.6% – 
around 210,000 untaxed vehicles on the road – in the last full year before the 
paper tax disc was abolished in October 2014. 

The rate rose to 1.4% in 2015, but has surged again this year, a development 
described as extremely concerning by motoring groups, who warned essential 
revenue for road improvements would be lost. 

The Driver & Vehicle Licensing Agency, better known as the DVLA, collected 
£5.87bn in duty in 2016-17, more than £200m less than it collected in 2013-14 
before the changes. The fall is attributed in part to cleaner cars liable for lower tax. 

The latest study will renew debate over whether removing paper discs has stoked 
tax evasion – whether deliberate or through forgetting to renew without the visual 
reminder in the vehicle’s windscreen. 

DVLA data this year showed more than twice as many vehicles were being clamped 
for unpaid tax than in the year before paper discs were abolished. 

An AA survey last month found an estimated 3 million drivers have kept their 
redundant paper disc displayed, many as a reminder to pay. 

The highest rates of vehicle tax evasion were found in the West Midlands, at 2.1% 
and the north-west (2.0%). Almost 6% of motorbikes were untaxed. 

The RAC’s public affairs manager, Nicholas Lyes, said: “These figures are 
extremely concerning. Clearly, since the tax disc was abolished there has been a 
significant increase in untaxed vehicles on our roads. This latest data suggests it is 
now costing the Treasury more than £107m in lost revenue over a full year – higher 
than in any year since 2007. The Treasury noted that abolishing the paper tax disc 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/659918/vehicle-excise-duty-evasion-statistics-2017.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2014/aug/29/end-of-car-tax-disc
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jul/24/up-to-160000-vehicles-clamped-for-unpaid-road-tax-year-dvla-discs
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jul/24/up-to-160000-vehicles-clamped-for-unpaid-road-tax-year-dvla-discs
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would save £10m, however it now seems the changes are proving extremely 
costly.” 

The scrapping of the paper disc was accompanied by changes to the rules on 
selling cars, with tax no longer carried over to a new owner. While the proportion of 
resold and untaxed vehicles has fallen since 2015, the data suggested the reforms 
were still catching some drivers unawares, with a third of untaxed vehicles having 
recently changed hands. 

Lyes said: “The principle of abolishing the tax disc to introduce greater efficiencies 
has, so far, evidently failed. More must be done to educate drivers about how and 
when to tax their vehicle, coupled with stronger enforcement to genuinely make 
drivers who evade vehicle tax feel that they are going to get caught.” 

He added: “From 2020, vehicle excise duty receipts will also directly fund 
improvements to our strategic road network, so it is vital every effort is made to 
make sure we tackle evasion so our road network does not lose out on essential 
investment.” 

The Department of Transport said: “The vast majority of motorists tax their vehicles 
correctly and we have made it easy to do it online – and to spread the costs using 
direct Debit. As DVLA’s current campaign stresses, driving a vehicle without taxing 
is breaking the law and the DVLA will continue to crack down on drivers who do.” 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/transport
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PICK-UP FEES FOR AIRPORT PASSENGERS RISE AT 8 OUT OF 20 TOP UK 
AIRPORTS 

Some increased charges as much as 100% in a year while others introduced new 
fees, with London Luton the most expensive at £7 for 40 minutes, said RAC 

Some of the UK’s busiest airports have sharply increased parking charges for 
drivers collecting passengers, a study has found. 

Research by the RAC found that eight of the top 20 airports have increased pick-up 
fees this year. It advised drivers to “keep goodbyes to a minimum” as five airports 
have also raised fees for dropping off departing passengers. 

Motorists will view the increases as “another way of making money out of them” said 
an RAC spokesman, Simon Williams. Anyone driving family or friends to or from an 
airport should check prices in advance “or be prepared for an unpleasant shock” he 
added. 

Charges rose by as much as 100% in the past year while some airports introduced 
fees that did not previously exist. 

Motorists collecting family or friends from London Luton are charged the most in the 
UK at £7 for 40 minutes, according to the report. This is followed by London 
Stansted (£5 for half an hour) and Birmingham (£4.90 for one hour). 

London Stansted demands the highest fee for dropping off passengers at £3.50 for 
10 minutes, 50p more than the amount charged by London Luton for the same time. 

Liverpool John Lennon is the third most expensive for “kiss and fly” journeys at £3 
for 20 minutes, although a secondary drop-off area involving a walk of five to 10 
minutes is free. 

Williams said: “The eye-watering drop-off and pick-up costs at some airports is likely 
to be viewed by drivers as another way of making money out of them, particularly in 
instances where public transport to and from the airport simply isn’t a viable option. 

 “This year many airports have increased the already sky-high prices they charge for 
short-stay parking near their departure and arrival terminals making a good deed a 
costly experience. Drop-off charges are the biggest bone of contention as for many 
they appear severe when they are simply pulling up for less than five minutes and 
often don’t even get out of the car themselves.” 

Seven airports buck the trend by offering free drop-off parking by terminals: 
Heathrow, Gatwick, London City, Cardiff, Manchester, Belfast City and Jersey. 
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A spokesman for the Airport Operators Association said income from parking 
supports investment in facilities and “allows airports to keep charges to airlines low, 
benefiting travellers through lower air fares”. 

He said airports provide clear information about the cost of parking options, 
meaning passengers have a “high level of awareness of the different ways they can 
choose to get to the airport, ranging from public transport to travelling by car”. The 
spokesman added that airports set drop-off charges for a variety of reasons, 
including to manage congestion and limit the environmental impact of journeys. 

Here is the cost of dropping off passengers, based on recommended set-down 
parking: 

RANKING IN ORDER OF MOST EXPENSIVE ï  

AIRPORT INITIAL RATE 2017 INITIAL RATE 2016  INCREASE 

London Stansted £3.50 for 10 minutes £3 for 10 minutes 50p 

London Luton £3 for 10 minutes £3 for 10 minutes 0 

Liverpool John Lennon £3 for 20 minutes £2 for 20 minutes £1 

Leeds Bradford £3 for 30 minutes £3 for 30 minutes 0 

Birmingham £2 for 10 minutes £1 for 10 minutes £1 

Glasgow International £2 for 10 minutes free £2 

East Midlands £2 for 10 minutes £2 for 10 minutes 0 

Aberdeen £2 for 15 minutes £2 for 15 minutes 0 

Edinburgh £1 for five minutes .£1 for five minutes 0 

Belfast International £1 for 10 minutes £1 for 10 minutes 0 

Bristol £1 for 10 minutes £1 for 10 minutes 0 

Newcastle £1 for 10 minutes £1 for 10 minutes 0 

Southampton £1 for 10 minutes free £1 

London Heathrow, London Gatwick, Manchester, Belfast City, Cardiff, London City and 
Jersey all have no charge 
 

Cost of collecting passengers, based on minimum stay charges: 

 

AIRPORT INITIAL RATE 2017 INITIAL RATE 2016  INCREASE 
London Luton £7 for 40 minutes £7 for 40 minutes no change 

London Stansted £5 for 30 minutes £4.50 for 30 minutes 50p 

Birmingham £4.90 for 60 minutes £4.70 for 60 minutes 20p 

Manchester £4 for 30 minutes £4 for 30 minutes no change 

Edinburgh £3.90 for 15 minutes £3.90 for 15 minutes no change 

London Gatwick £3.80 for 30 minutes £3.50 for 30 minutes 30p 

London Heathrow £3.80 for 30 minutes £3.60 for 30 minutes 20p 

East Midlands £3.50 for 30 minutes £3 for 30 minutes 50p 

London City £3.50 for 10 minutes £2.50 for 10 minutes £1 

Glasgow £2 for 10 minutes £2 for 10 minutes no change 

Aberdeen £2 for 20 minutes £2 for 20 minutes no change 

Belfast International £1 for 10 minutes £2 for 15 minutes changed bands 

Newcastle £1 for 10 minutes £1 for 10 minutes no change 
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AIRPORT INITIAL RATE 2017 INITIAL RATE 2016  INCREASE 
Cardiff £1 for 10 minutes free for 20 minutes £1 

Southampton £1 for 10 minutes free for 10 minutes £1 

Bristol £1 for 20 minutes £1 for 20 minutes no change 

Jersey 70p for 30 minutes 70p per 30 minutes no change 

Belfast City free for 10 minutes free for 10 minutes no change 

Liverpool John Lennon free for 40 minutes free for 20 minutes  - 20 minutes 

Leeds Bradford free for 60 minutes free for 60 minutes no change 
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A PHYSICIST WRITES . . . 

 

This is from the October 2017 column Peter Soul 
writes for the Thames Valley IAM group 

 

All eyes ought to be on the city of Honolulu near the end of this month, when a new 
regulation comes into force there: the Distracted Walking Law. Pedestrians seen 
crossing the road while gazing at a hand-held screen will be fined $15 minimum, 
rising possibly to $99 for repeat offenders. The aim is to cut the number of injuries 
resulting from this habit, which is put at more than 1000 a year within the United 
States. 

Well, that should work well – just like our own laws do, forbidding phone-distracted 
driving! I suppose the next target will be distracted cyclists (who of course have the 
added problem of keeping their balance). 

It depresses me to see people, especially the young, glued to their phones when out 
of doors, and quite oblivious to the world around them. Sadder still is when they 
have headphones on while striding out, and so are unable to hear birdsong or 
anything else. But here’s what really puzzles me about smartphones and the like: 
they cost hundreds of pounds, and yet they appear not to be supplied with any 
means of attaching them to your hand, to prevent their being dropped or snatched. 
It’s madness. 

As I said at the start of last month’s column, for some reason this summer has 
brought a flood of interesting news stories to my attention – interesting to me as a 
motorist, as a physicist, and as the owner of a body that's beginning to deteriorate 
with age! I’ve read about several devices that could come to my aid in this last 
predicament. 

Let me first describe one that’s designed really to assist construction workers when 
lifting heavy tools such as industrial drills: the EksoVest (from the USA) straps on to 
the upper body, and supports the arms with spring-loading to give them all the 
strength needed for the job. The technical name for this type of kit is an 
exoskeleton. 

The news report that I was reading claimed that in the UK 700,000 bricklayers are 
expected to retire over the next ten years, and also that 15% of building sites rely on 
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workers from E Europe, who are likely to exit with Brexit. The implication was that 
by investing (sorry) in these expensive vests, the construction industry will be able 
to attract enough less-muscular Brits to save it from collapse. However, I detect a 
flaw in the plan: the EksoVest does not extend to the hands. After heavy lifting these 
feel the pain too, if mine are anything to go by. So if you haven't got a strong 
handshake, do not apply! 

The above attachment is entirely mechanical, but other systems being developed to 
assist the body are electronic, programmable and more lightweight. I’m now looking 
at a description of a strap-on aid for stroke victims who have weakness in one leg: 
as soon as muscle movement (for taking a stride) is detected, just the right amount 
of support is given to the foot for the patient to achieve balanced walking. It's a 
clever idea, and I would guess that other parts of the body can be similarly aided 
too. Though (fingers crossed) I hope I won’t have a need for this kind of assistance. 

But I would be interested in trying a special staircase (also being worked on in the 
US) in which each stair sinks slightly as you tread on it descending – and lifts you 
up again later when you step on it ascending! This is conservation of energy, in a 
small way, and it's recommended for those with stiff knee-joints. However, again I 
can see a flaw: if there are two of you in the house, the stairs will often be ‘primed’ 
the wrong way for whoever is using them – thus making both going up and coming 
down more tiring, rather than less! And probably more hazardous... 

Dental news: how long would you guess is spent brushing one’s teeth during a 
lifetime? Even if you take only a minute or so morning and night (compared with the 
several minutes recommended), over 70 years this adds up to 35 whole days. Well, 
you could have saved 30 of them by buying the Amabrush in the picture below 
(except that it hasn’t been launched yet). This extraordinary appliance slots into 
your mouth and cleans all teeth simultaneously, in ten seconds! 

Hang on – there's an obvious drawback, surely: it must take at least a minute to 
clean the thing properly afterwards. So let's forget that, and welcome instead a 
report from the University of Plymouth, which equipped a dentist’s surgery with a 
virtual-reality headset and then, in a randomized trial, gave patients (during their 
treatment) either a self-guided virtual walk on a Devon beach, or the same around 
an anonymous city, or nothing (ie, no headset). 

Not surprisingly perhaps, those who ‘toured’ the beach were more relaxed in the 
dentist’s chair, they experienced less pain, and afterwards they had better 
memories of the appointment. In contrast, the sights of the city gave no benefit at all 
(compared with simply staring at the surgery ceiling). 

Actually, this sort of thing has been successfully tried before, with headsets and with 
big screens. But doesn’t it suggest a much easier way for most people to make their 
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dental treatment more enjoyable: take your smartphone or pad, ask the dentist to 
prop it up above somehow, and then watch whatever gives you pleasure! Me, 
though, I’m quite happy with the classical music that my dentist provides. 

I confess I’ve been putting off trying even to summarize the recent news relating to 
two big topics, namely electric vehicles and self-driving/autonomous/driverless ones 
(which I still say should be called just autos for simplicity). There are so many 
aspects to consider: electrics are simpler to build than petrol-driven cars, and far 
cheaper per mile, but will battery and charging technology ever be able to provide 
comparable convenience in refueling? And how will the shortfall in fuel and vehicle 
tax be made up? 

As for autos, maybe an ‘expert comment’ in the current issue of RoadSmart (the 
IAM magazine) says it all: “The car of the future will simply stop, if it can’t work out 
what’s happening.” Last year, I recall, a big moth was reported to have disabled the 
self-drive system of a Tesla Model S, by colliding with one of its radar sensors! I ask 
you, what are the chances that autos will ever complete a journey of useful length 
without hesitation, deviation, or (quite possibly) repetition of a section of it if the 
system didn't get it right the first time? Not high, I think. 

Enough of all this technology: I need to take a walk. With luck (allowing for my 
deteriorating high-frequency hearing) I'll catch some birdsong... 

Peter Soul 
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FIFTY YEARS OF THE BREATHALYSER 

On the 8th October 1967, a Shropshire driver had the dubious distinction of being 
the first motorist to be subjected to a roadside breath test in the UK. The suspect 
was required to blow into an “Alcolyser” tube that was filled with crystals and if these 
changed colour, the driver would be taken to the police station for urine and blood 
tests. The phrase ‘Green Crystals’ thus entered the car owner’s vocabulary. 

Drink driving legislation dated back to 1925, when the Criminal Justice Act 
stipulated that those found to be intoxicated while in charge of ‘mechanically 
propelled vehicle’ could lose their licence for 12 months. In December 1927, Dr. 
Gorsky, a Marlborough police surgeon, had a suspect blow into a football bladder to 
measure the exhaled air’s ethanol content; the doctor subsequently testified that the 
motorist was ’50 per cent drunk’. In 1953 Captain Robert Borkenstein of the Indiana 
State Police invented the breathalyser, the first truly practical device for blood 
alcohol testing at the roadside. 

By 1960 the Road Traffic Act stipulated that it was illegal to be ‘unfit to drive through 
drink or drugs’ and 1962 saw voluntary blood and urine tests in addition to the 
offence of driving ‘when the ability to drive properly is for the time being impaired’.  
But there was still no maximum prescribed level of blood alcohol and traffic officers 
would have to carry out subjective tests, which ranged from asking the driver to walk 
in a straight line to stand on one leg to have the suspect close touch his eyes and 
touch his nose. 

The impact of driving while intoxicated had also been widely debated for many 
years both in print and in popular drama. The cleverly devised 1947 B-feature To 
the Public Danger depicted an intoxicated motorist as a selfish and amoral cad, and 
1965’s The Material Witness was a surprisingly hard-hitting low-budget drama about 
the consequences of going over the limit. 

Ernest Marples, the Minister of Transport from 1959 to 1964, exhorted ‘none for the 
road’, and in 1964 the Central Office of Information commissioned its first ‘drink-
driving’ public information film. The central theme was succinct; if a husband is 
going to become soused at the office Christmas party, let the wife take the wheel of 
the Austin A60 Cambridge. 

However, as the 1960s progressed there was the growing sense that the law was 
failing to keep pace with the growth of mass car ownership. By 1965 the 
government announced that they were devising legal blood alcohol limits for driver 
and on 7th October 1967 it was illegal to drive with more than 80mb/100ml of 
alcohol in your bloodstream. The Act also empowered a constable in uniform to 
require a breath test of anyone driving or attempting to drive if there was a reason to 
suspect that they had an excess of alcohol in his/her body. 



                                

16 

The government purchased thousands of breathalysers and spent £350,000 on 
publicity for the latest rules, but to state that they were unpopular in some quarters 
would be an understatement. Barbara Castle, the 1965 –1968 Minister for 
Transport, received a letter decorated with a picture of a dagger and containing the 
words ‘We'll get you yet, you old cow’.   

Meanwhile, a Motor Sport magazine editorial of September of that year claimed that 
‘persecuted motorists are thoroughly fed up with the treatment meted out to them’ – 
including ‘the threat of indiscriminate tests, for drivers only, by breathalyzer following 
any minor traffic misdemeanor’. 

On the 23rd October, Richard Crossman observed in his diary that the Act was 
‘regarded as a really unpleasant attack on working class drinkers. We are in danger 
of becoming known as the government which stops what the working classes really 
want’. Publicans grumbled that their takings were reduced by a third as the habit of 
driving to and from the pub suffered a marked decline. Government research had 
found that the two-hour period from 10pm to midnight – i.e. around pub closing time 
– endured more accidents than any other similar period during the day but this did 
not mollify some landlords. G E Wheeler, of Grantham’s The Royal Queen, 
complained that ‘People will not walk if it is raining’. 

Looking at footage of that era, such as the Movietone newsreel None for the Road, 
there is the distinct sense that the saloon bar was a place of refuge from the 
vicissitudes of the late 1960s. There, chaps in sports jackets would gather to 
grumble about how this infernal breathalyser was yet another example of Britain’s 
decline, together with the 70mph motorway speed limit and the Beatles being 
awarded the MBE. 

To state that the past is another country is a cliché worn as smooth as a bald tyre – 
but this does not mean that it is untrue. One sign of how remote 1967 now appears 
is a letter written to Barbara Castle: ‘Thank you for giving my husband back to me. 
He used to go to the public house alone. Now he takes me with him to drive him 
home’. 

The green crystals were introduced at a time when many drivers regarded their car 
as the last bastion of freedom and when the skills of all would be suburban Graham 
Hills could surely be relied upon as they piloted their Singer Vogue home from the 
Dog & Duck. To be deprived of motoring, even if they had indulged in one expense-
account gin and tonic too many, was therefore an infringement of their liberty. It was 
an attitude echoed by an edition of BBC Radio’s The World This Weekend, where 
the interviewer, presumably playing devil’s advocate, asked Ms. Castle "you're 
really spoiling my fun as a motorist, so, Minister, what's the idea behind it?" 

Her answer was as simple as it remains pertinent over five decades later: "The idea 
is to save your life." 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are 
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates 
are reminded that attendance at these is recommended and demonstrates their 
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.   

While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS 
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll 
have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any questions please feel 
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be 
happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Our list of Observers 

Pat Corps * Louisa Davenall 

Sarah Woodcock Ian Scott-Thompson 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
Colin Myers passed his test his Observer was Sarah 

Sarah Korimbocus passed her test her Observer was Louisa 

Mark Wallington passed his test his Observer was Louisa 

 

 

 

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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Contact Details 

Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists -  

President:   

Ralph Young 

 

 

 
 

COMMITTEE    

 
Chairman 
Pat Corps 

  

 

 
Honorary secretary  and 
Deputy Chair 
Robert Jezierski 

  

 

 
Membership secretary 
 Sarah  Korimbocus 
  

  

 

 
Honorary Treasurer 
Robert Murray 

  

 

 
Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 
Brian Davies 

  

 

 
Newsletter Compiler 
John Holmes 
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Events co-ordinator 
Barry Alexander 

  

 

 
Minutes secretary  
Louisa Davenall 

  

 

 
Catering 
Ann Hardwell 
 

  

 

Shop & Raffle  
Ronald OôHare 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Webmaster  
Rob Wilson  

01206 792715 Robwilson1989@gmail.com 

 
 



                                

20 

Events 

All evenings are for all members and associates, these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  
Old London Road. 
Marks Tey,  
Colchester 
CO6 1EN 

All meetings will be held in the small room  

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver. 

2017  

December  19th Group meeting training night  - Prepare for an emergency  

2018  

January  16th  Group meeting - Chairman's quiz  

February  20th  
Roger and Linda Bullen MBE talking about The Catherine 
Bullen  Foundation.   

March 20th  Group meeting details to be finalised  

April 17th  Group meeting training night  

May 15th  Group meeting details to be finalised  

June 19th  Group meeting training night  

July 17th  Group meeting and AGM details to be finalised  

August 11th  Trip to PA Woods  

August 21st  Group meeting training night  - Know your car  

All meetings start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle;  

Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets. AGM evening will start at 7:30 


